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About the EDI in Ontario

The Early Development Instrument (EDI) has a long history in the

province of Ontario. Between 2003/2004 and 2011/2012 the Ministry

of Children and Youth Services (MCYS) sponsored three full provincial

collections of the EDI, completed over three-year cycles. Most publicly

funded school boards participated in each full provincial collection.

Some school boards completed their EDI collection across all three

years of a cycle, whereas others completed the entire school board in a

single year. The Ministry of Education sponsored the EDI collections in

2014/2015,  2017/2018 and 2022/2023. In contrast to earlier cycles,

the fourth, �fth, and sixth provincial collections took place entirely in a

single year. 

In Ontario, the �rst province-wide implementation of the EDI was

completed between 2004-2006. These data constitute the Ontario

"Baseline" or Cycle I, and are used to determine the 10th percentile

cut-offs for subsequent reporting for all cycles.

70 school boards across Ontario participated in the Cycle VI EDI data

collection. EDI questionnaires completed in 2023 were done so later in

the school year than previous EDI cycles. When analyzing EDI results,

keep in mind that the Cycle VI cohort is slightly older than previous

cohorts. 

Thanks to all of our partners for their hard work and

commitment to the EDI. A very special thanks to all of the

teachers who have committed their time and energy to �lling

out EDI questionnaires over the years. Without you, none of

this would have been possible.



Why look at EDI data over time?
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Vulnerable Children - District of Parry Sound Social Services
Administration Board
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How do we know if children's developmental health is
changing over time?

How to use critical difference: An example
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