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INTRODUCTION  

The District of Parry Sound Social Planning Collaborative (DPS-SPC) was formed in April, 2012. The 

Collaborative was formed in response to the social and economic change underway in the District of 

Parry Sound, and the ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ acknowledgement that increased collaboration and planning 

capacity are needed to adapt to the change, while ensuring economic and social sustainability, and 

cultural preservation. 

Taking a holistic approach to community development and capacity-building, the Collaborative is 

committed to cross-sectoral planning in the social, health, education, civic, environment, and economic 

sectors.  Specifically, the District of Parry Sound Social Planning Collaborative is undertaking integrated 

cross-sectoral planning and development, with the view of developing strategies to create sustainable 

communities throughout the District of Parry Sound. Additionally, the Collaborative will provide a 

unified district-wide voice to inform government policy, and public and private investment 

opportunities. 

REPORT PURPOSE  

The District of Parry Sound Social Planning Collaborative has undertaken this project in order to provide 

a demographic profile for the District of Parry Sound and its communities based on the census of 

population, 2011. The report complements existing local data (such as community profiles) by 

expanding upon the analysis, and provides new insights into the demographic characteristics of the 

District of Parry SoundΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ communities. While the report presents aggregate data for the District of 

Parry Sound, it also provides sub-ƭŜǾŜƭ Řŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ municipalities and areas. This brings the 

added benefit of looking at the complete demographic picture for the District of Parry Sound, rather 

than just the individual parts, or the whole in isolation. Viewed from this perspective, the report may 

also be considered a baseline as it presents a new demographic framework for planning and moving 

forward, and measuring change and progress at the district and community level. 

Specifically, the report is intended to: 

 Give some meaning to the raw census data of the District of Parry Sound and its municipalities and 

areas. 

 Provide a snapshot of the people living in the District of Parry Sound and the areas and households 

they live in. 

 Benchmark some of the District of Parry SoundΩs key demographic variables to the local Economic 

Region (Northeastern Ontario) and Ontario. 

 Inform the CollaborativeΩǎ planning and development process across the key sectors (above) in the 

District of Parry Sound and the municipalities and areas. 

 Support advocacy and inform government policy. 

 Promote further community dialogue and/or action around the demographic evidence as it relates to 

the CollaborativeΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ of creating sustainable conditions for the social and economic well-being 

of ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ citizens. 
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METHODOLOGY  

This is a descriptive report based on a quantitative analysis of the 2011 census variables: population; age 

and sex; marital status; language; dwellings and households. The distribution of the respective variables 

is shown pictorially with tables, charts, and maps, at the district and sub-district level of geography. This 

includes the District of Parry Sound and its 30 census subdivisions (municipalities and areas). Summary 

statistics are also provided for Northeastern Ontario (local Economic Region) and Ontario for the same 

variables, so as to provide a benchmark for comparison with the district. A numerical summary of the 

data is also provided through a high-level narrative which highlights the key points of the data 

distribution by using summary measures of centre and/or spread, or by identifying statistical outliers. 

Given that the data is being looked at for the first time in an exploratory fashion, univariate analysis is 

the primary method of analysis which looks at each census variable independently. Bivariate analysis is 

also applied to some of the variables in order to look at the relationship between them. Specifically, age 

is looked at together with marital status, family household types, and dwelling types respectively. This is 

done through the use of two-way tables (for categorical data). These relationships are especially 

important for planning and service delivery as they offer valuable insight into housing and household 

formation in the District of Parry Sound and its communities. 

Additionally, the 2011 census data is compared to the 2006 census data to provide a cross-sectional 

view of change in the variables and the direction of the change. 

REPORT PRODUCTION  

This study was funded by the District of Parry Sound Social Services Administration Board (DPSSAB). The 

data compilation, analysis, and report writing was done by Dave Plumstead, MBA, Analyst, for the 

District of Parry Sound Social Planning Collaborative. 

NOTES  

1) Unless otherwise stated, the data in this report has been sourced from Statistics Canada.  

2) For the purpose of this report and to simplify the writing, the District of Parry SoundΩǎ municipalities, 

towns, villages, and townships are ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎέ. 

3) According to the Standard Geographical Classification, census subdivisions that do not have 

municipal representation are referred to as άunorganizedέ ŀǊŜŀǎ ōȅ {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀΦ  In this report, 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άǳƴƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘέ and they include Parry Sound Unincorporated 

Northeast and Parry Sound Unincorporated Centre. 

4) To ensure the confidentiality of responses by census participants, Statistics Canada randomly rounds 

όŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǳǇ ƻǊ Řƻǿƴύ ŀƭƭ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ŀ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ƻŦ ΨрΩ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ΨмлΩΦ Thus when the census data is 

summed or grouped, the total value may not match the sum of the individual values because they 

are independently rounded. (Similarly, percentages that are calculated on rounded data, may not 
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necessarily add to 100%). Additionally, the counts may vary slightly among census products, for 

example, between the census profiles, highlight tables or topic-based tabulations. 

5) Some of the municipalities and areas in the District of Parry Sound have relatively small populations. 

The data for these areas is more prone to distortion or inaccuracy as a result of {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ 

random rounding process (above), particularly where sub-populations or groups occur. Also, as 

these small areas can have relatively large percentages of distribution for a given variable relative to 

their population, the data should be interpreted with caution when making comparisons with other 

areas. 

6) The Henvey Inlet Reserve has a 2011 census population of less than 50 people. Due to this small 

number, most of the census data for the Reserve is suppressed and unavailable. Thus Henvey Inlet is 

not included in most of the tables, figures and analysis in this report.  

7) The 2006 population and private dwelling counts for the municipality of Callander and the township 

of Nipissing were revised upwards after the 2006 census, due to data error. For the District of Parry 

Sound, the revisions result in a 0.8% increase to the original population and dwelling counts.1  

Although the errors are flagged, the original counts remain in the census data tables as Statistics 

Canada does not go back and update the numerous tables and data products. Additionally, as 

census variables are derived from the population and dwelling universe, all census data is associated 

with the original ς unrevised ς population and dwelling counts. In this report, the change in the 

District of Parry SoundΩǎ population and dwellings between 2006 and 2011 (section 2.0 and 6.0 

respectively) is based on the revised 2006 census counts. However, for other variables in the report, 

the change between 2006 and 2011 is based on the original population and dwelling counts because 

these variables are associated with the original counts, not the revised ones. These variables include 

age, marital status, types of dwellings, and family household types. For the purpose of this report 

and the analysis, the difference between the original and revised counts is considered to be 

insignificant at the aggregate (district) level of data and for Nipissing. However, the difference in 

population and dwelling counts for Callander is significant and should be taken into consideration 

when analyzing census data specific to Callander. 

8) The population projections for the District of Parry Sound are based on population estimates from 

Statistics Canada. The estimates adjust for census undercoverage and take into account the 

components of demographic change between census periods. As the population estimates are 

different than the census population counts, a direct comparison should not be made between the 

two (generally the population estimates are higher than the census counts). 
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Population  
o The District of Parry SoundΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ currently 42,162 people. The district accounts for 

тΦр҈ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

o Population varies widely across the district, from less than 100 people in the Magnetewan and 

Henvey Inlet Reserves, to over 6,000 people in Parry Sound.  

o Parry Sound accouƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ όмпΦр҈ύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ 

Seguin (9.5%) and Callander (9.2%).  

o The District of Parry Sound is predominantly rural with approximately 80% of the population 

living in rural areas outside the population centreǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ нл҈ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ 

population centres of Parry Sound, Powassan, and South River. 

o The District of Parry SoundΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ нΦн҈ όфмн ǇŜƻǇƭŜύ ǎƛƴŎŜ нллсΦ This 

growth rate is significantly higher than Northeastern hƴǘŀǊƛƻΩǎ όл҈ύ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ ōǳǘ 

lower than hƴǘŀǊƛƻΩǎ growth rate of 5.7%. 

o Since 2006 tƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ŘƛƎƛǘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ (with the exception 

of Dokis), but this represents a relatively small number of people due to the small populations of 

the respective Reserves (420 people or less). ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ 

First Nation Reserves is 17.5%. This equates to 164 people, or 13% of the District of Parry 

SoundΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ 

o Regarding the ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ municipalities and areas, Perry had the highest percentage increase in 

population of 15.3% (307 people), followed by Carling at 11.1% (125 people) and Armour at 

9.8% (123 people). In absolute terms however, Parry Sound had the largest population increase 

(373 people).  

o Whitestone had the greatest percentage decrease in population of -10.9% (-112 people), 

followed by Magnetawan at -9.7% (-156 people) and Parry Sound, Unincorporated Centre at -

9.3% (-225 people). In absolute terms however, Seguin had the largest decrease in population in 

the district (-288 people).  

Land Area and Population Density  

o The District of Parry Sound covers a land area of 9,300 square kilometres and has a population 

density of 4.5 people per square kilometer. This population density is twice that of Northeastern 

Ontario (2.0) but well below that of Ontario (14.1). 

o As mentioned above, the district is largely rural ς the majority of its municipalities and areas 

have relatively low population densities of fewer than 10 people per square kilometre.  
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o TƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ς Parry Sound, South River and Powassan ς have areas 

with 400 or more people per square kilometre. 

o The District of Parry Sound has a large spread in land area and density at the sub-district level.  

Area ranges from just 2.2 square kilometres in Sundridge to approximately 2,700 square 

kilometres in the unincorporated area of Parry Sound Centre.  

o Population density varies widely from less than one person per square kilometre in Whitestone, 

The Archipelago, Parry Sound Centre and Henvey Inlet, to over 450 people in Parry Sound. 

Population Projection, 2012  to 2021 (see Note 8)  

o Over the next 10 years, the District of Parry SoundΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ƳƛƴƛƳŀƭƭȅ 

at approximately 2.0% (830 people).   

o The boomer phenomenon will drive the District of Parry SoundΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

next 10 years as the number of senior citizens increases by 26.2% (2,640 seniors).    

o ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŜǎ л ǘƻ мп ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ōȅ -2.0% (110 

children) over the next 10 years. The majority of this decline will be in the upper age cohort 

(ages 10 to 14). The younger cohorts (0 to 4 years and 5 to 9 years) will decline for the first half 

of the period, but will then start to increase again, resulting in a net change close to zero over 

the 10 years. 

o The District of Parry SoundΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ages 15 to 24 years is projected to undergo a 

significant decrease of -15.4% (690 youth) over the period. The core working group (ages 25 to 

64) is also projected to become smaller as it contracts by -4.4% (990 people).  

o Population growth in the District of Parry Sound (2.0%) is projected to be slightly higher than the 

Northeastern Region (0.7%), but well below that of the province (11.1%) over the same period. 

o While the childrenΩs population is expected to decrease in the District of Parry Sound Parry and 

Northeastern Ontario over the next 10 years (-2% and -0.45% respectively) it is expected to 

increase by 10.9% in Ontario over the same period.  

o The youth population is projected to decrease by -5.8% in Ontario over the next 10 years. The 

decrease however will be much steeper in the District of Parry Sound (-15. 4%) and 

Northeastern Ontario (-19.2%). 

Age and Sex  

o The District of Parry SoundΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀtion has the same number of males and females, i.e. an even 

50-50 split. This differs slightly from the sex distribution of Northeastern Ontario (49% males, 

51% females) and the province (48.7% males, 51.3% females).  
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o The distribution of the sexes varies aŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŜƴŘǎ 

of the spectrum are The Archipelago with a population comprised of 53.1% males and 46% 

females, and Parry Sound with a population comprised of 46.8% males and 53.2% females. 

o The median age for ǘƘŜ ǎŜȄŜǎ ƛǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƳŀƭŜǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ όпфΦо 

years) than the females (50.2 years).  

o The sexes vary more across the age groups. Most notably, the district has more children and 

youth (ages 0 to 24 years) that are male (52.3%) than female (47.7%). Additionally, within the 

seniors group, there is a significantly higher percentage of females (59%) who are 80 years and 

older, than males (41%). 

Median Age  

o With a median age of 49.8 years, the District of Parry SoundΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ƻƭŘŜǊ 

than both Northeastern Ontario (45 years) and Ontario (40.4 years).   

o The greatest variation in age across the District of Parry Sound ƛǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ 

Nation Reserves and the other areas. For example, with a median age of 29.5 years, The French 

wƛǾŜǊ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǳƴƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ tŀǊǊȅ {ƻǳƴŘ /ŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

(58.6 years).  

General Age Groups  ïDistrict of Parry Sound  

o ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŜǎ л ǘƻ мп ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ моΦн҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛƭŜ 

youth (15 to 24 years) comprise a slightly smaller share at 10.2%.  

o The core working group (25-64) ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

o Senior citizens 65 years of age and over make up the remaining 22.5% of the District of Parry 

SoundΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

o The number of senior citizens in the District of Parry Sound is now almost the same as the 

number of children and youth combined. 

o In comparison with the local Economic Region and Ontario, the District of Parry Sound has a 

smaller per capita number of children and youth and a larger number of senior citizens. This 

older population structure results in a relatively high dependency ratio for the district. 

General Age Groups ï Municipalit ies and Areas  

o The proportion of children varies across the respective municipalities and areas, ranging from 

7.3% in Parry Sound Centre to 25.9% in the French River Reserve.  

o Children represent more than 15% of the population on the respective First Nation Reserves, 

again highlighting the relatively young Aboriginal population in the District of Parry Sound.  
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o The unincorporated area of Parry Sound Northeast also stands out as having a relatively large 

(23.3%) proportion of children in comparison to the other municipalities and areas. 

o There are also municipalities located in the centre of the district where children represent less 

than 10% of the respective populations. These include Whitestone, McKellar, Magnetawan, and 

Ryerson. Kearney and the Archipelago also have relatively small child populations with less than 

10% children. 

o The proportion of youth also varies across the District of Parry SoundΩǎ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ 

ranging from 7.1% in Whitestone and the Archipelago to 19% in Parry Island First Nation.  

o Again, the Reserves (with the exception of Dokis and Magnetewan) have younger populations 

with youth representing between 16% and 19% of the respective populations.  

o Apart from the Reserves, the range in youth population across the municipalities and 

unincorporated areas narrows to between 7.1% and 12% of the respective populations.  

o The core working age-group ranges from 51% of the population in South River and Parry Sound 

to 59.6% in Joly.  

o Sundridge is considered a low outlier with a relatively small core working population of 47.7%.  

o Given that Parry Sound and South River are population centres, their small proportion of core 

workers is somewhat surprising (Powassan is another population centre which also has a 

relatively small, core working age-group of 52%). Generally, this indicates that only about half 

the population in these respective population centres may be in the work force.  

o The proportion of senior citizens in the district ranges from just 7.1% in the Shawanaga Reserve 

to 28.9% in Sundridge.  

o The unincorporated area of Parry Sound Centre is a high outlier, with senior citizens 

representing one-third of the population. Whitestone, McKellar, Magnetawan and the 

Archipelago also have a relatively large number of seniors who comprise over 27% of the 

respective populations. 

o !ǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴ wŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ 

senior citizens represent less than 10% of their respective populations. Exceptions to this 

however are the Dokis and Magnetewan Reserves which have larger shares of seniors (17.1% 

and 15.8% respectively).  

o Callander, Nipissing, Parry Sound Northeast, Joly, and Perry also have fewer seniors (less than 

20% of population) relative to the other municipalities and unincorporated areas.  
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Change in General Age Groups, 2006 to 2011  

o ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǎǘŜŜǇŜǎǘ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ since the 2006 census is ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

decreased -5.3% (310 children) over the five year period.  

o The decrease in the childrenΩs group was in the upper ages, from five years and above. The sub 

age-group 5 to 9 years decreased by -3.2% (60 children) while the 10 to 14 years group 

decreased by -15.5% (375 children). The number of children in the 0 to 4 years sub age-group 

actually increased by 8% (125 children) since 2006, thereby reversing a declining trend. 

o As noted earlier in the report, although the number of children in the District of Parry Sound is 

projected to continue to decline over the next 10 years, the majority of this decline will be in the 

upper age group (ages 10 to 14).  

o Over the past five years, the number of youth in the District of Parry Sound has generally 

remained the same with a minimal -0.2% change.  As noted previously however, the youth age-

group is projected to decrease at a faster rate over the next 10 years. 

o The number of people in the District of Parry SoundΩǎ ŎƻǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ оΦм҈ 

(675 people) since 2006.  

o The increase within this group was at the older end of the group rather than the younger end. 

The number of core workers ages 55 to 64 years increased by 12.8% (885 people) compared to 

just 4.7% (250) for the young core workers ages 25 to 39 years. The middle sub-group ages 40 to 

54 years actually decreased by -4.6% (-455 people).  

o The number of senior citizens in the District of Parry Sound increased 10.3% (885 seniors) since 

the 2006 census. In absolute terms, seniors ages 65 to 79 years represented the largest increase 

(675 seniors) with those ages 80 and above increasing in number by 220 (11.3%). As mentioned 

ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŀǘ ŀƴ ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘŜŘ ǊŀǘŜ ŀǎ 

the boomer generation starts moving into its senior years (65+). 

Change i n general Age Groups: District of Parry Sound , Northeast Ontario 

and Ontario  

o The District of Parry Sound, Northeastern Ontario and Ontario have all seen a decrease in the 

child population ages 0 to 14 years. However, the decrease has been the steepest in the District 

of Parry Sound (-5.3%) and Northeastern Ontario (-7.4%) compared to the province (-1.4%). 

o Ontario had strong growth (5.3%) in the youth population over the past five years, particularly in 

comparison with Northeastern Ontario which saw a decline of -3.7% youth over the same 

period.  The District of Parry SoundΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ population generally remained the same over the 

five-year period. 
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o The core working-age groups grew in both the District of Parry Sound and Ontario, although the 

ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ Ǌate of 3.1% was half that of the provincial rate of 6.1%. Northeastern Ontario 

on the other hand experienced flat population growth (0.3%) in its core working-age population.  

o The number of senior citizens has grown significantly in all three areas over the five-year period, 

although OntarioΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ моΦф҈ is outpacing the other areas (10.3% and 9.2% for Parry 

Sound and Northeastern Ontario respectively). 

Dependency Ratio  

o The District of Parry Sound has a dependency ratio of 55 which indicates that there are 55 

dependents for every 100 people of working-age. This is a ƘƛƎƘ Ǌŀǘƛƻ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ 

relatively old age structure.  

o Lƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴΣ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ Ǌŀǘƛƻ ƻŦ пф ǿƘƛƭŜ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΨǎ Ǌŀǘƛƻ ƛǎ псΦ 

o The Dependency Ratio ǾŀǊƛŜǎ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƳŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

areas. For example, the ratio in Sundridge is nearly twice that of Joly and Parry Island First 

Nation. In Sundridge, there are 75 dependents for every 100 people of working-age, vs. just 39 

dependents per 100 in Joly and Parry Island First Nation.  

Marital Status  

o A little over half (53%) of the people 15 years and older living in the District of Parry Sound are 

married while approximately one-quarter (26%) are single (i.e. never legally married).  

o Of those that are single, 22.8% are living in a common law relationship.  

o Those who have divorced or separated (but are still legally married) make up a further 13.2% of 

ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŜǎ мр ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘŜǊΦ  

o Of this group, approximately one-third of those who are divorced are living common law, while 

one-quarter of those who are separated, are also living common law.  

o Widowed persons make up the remaining 7.7% of this population ages 15 years and over, and a 

relatively small percentage (6%) of this group lives in a common law relationship. 

Marital Status Comparison: District of Parry Sound and Ontario  

o The District of Parry Sound has a higher per-capita count than Ontario of people who are 

married, divorced, widowed and separated. Singles are the exception, where the district has 

significantly fewer than the province.  

o While the district has fewer per-capita singles, a greater percentage (23%) of these singles are 

living common law compared to Ontario (14.5%).   
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o The district also has a greater percentage of those who are divorced, separated or widowed and 

living in a common law arrangement (34%, 24% and 6% respectively) than the province (25%, 

15% and 4%). 

Marital Status: District of Parry Sound ôs Municipalities and Areas 

Note: the census counts for the smaller municipalities and areas ς particularly the First Nation Reserves - 

start getting very small for subgroup and sub-subgroup data. For example, the number of people who 

are divorced, separated or widowed and living common law in the Reserves and some of the other 

municipalities and areas is recorded as five or less. The accuracy of these small counts is unknown due 

to the random rounding process so the data needs to be interpreted very cautiously within that context, 

or not at all, i.e. in some cases, left out of the analysis. 

Married  

o The percentage of the population 15 years and older that is married in the District of Parry 

Sound, ranges from just 15% in the French River Reserve to 62.3% in Whitestone.  

o {ƻǳǘƘ wƛǾŜǊΣ tŀǊǊȅ {ƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ .ǳǊƪΩǎ Cŀƭƭǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŜǿŜǊ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ пр҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

married.  

o When these three areas and the First Nation Reserves are removed from the analysis, the range 

of married persons in the District of Parry SoundΩǎ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ 

narrows to between 51% and 62%. 

Single  

o Singles range from less than 20% of the population (ages 15 years and over) in McKellar to 70% 

in the French River Reserve.  

o Close to one-ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ wƛǾŜǊΣ tŀǊǊȅ {ƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ .ǳǊƪΩǎ Cŀƭƭǎ ŀǊŜ 

ŀƭǎƻ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƘƛƎƘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ  

o These municipalities and First Nation Reserves aside, the percentage of singles in the 

populations of the remaining municipalities and areas ranges between 20% and 30%. 

o As stated earlier, some of those who are single are in a common law relationship. In the 

Shawanaga and French River Reserves, over one-third of the single population is living common 

law.  

o McMurrich/Monteith and Perry also have a relatively large percentage of their singles 

population living in common law arrangements, at over 30%.  

o Kearney, Strong and the Dokis Reserve have the smallest percentage of singles who live 

common law at 16.7%, 17.2% and 18.2% respectively.  
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o The remaining municipalities and areas in the District of Parry Sound have between 19% and 

29% of their respective singles populations who are living common law. 

Divorced  

o The number of people who are divorced in the respective municipalities and areas ranges from 

5.0% in the French River Reserve to 18.8% in the Magnetewan Reserve.  

o .ǳǊƪΩǎ Cŀƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ tŀǊǊȅ {ƻǳƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜŘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ at 14.8% and 11.3% 

respectively.  

o The remaining municipalities and areas in the district have between 6.5% and 10.5% of their 

respective populations who are divorced. 

o The number of people who are divorced and living common law is very small (10 or less) in some 

areas and thus the data cannot be interpreted with accuracy. These areas include the First 

Nations Reserves, Joly, and Parry Sound Unincorporated Northeast. With these areas removed 

from the analysis, Callander and Carling have the largest percentage (47%) of people who are 

divorced and living common law followed by Armour (45.5%), Kearney (43.8%), McMurrich 

/Monteith (42.9%) and Magnetawan (42.3%).  

o On the low end of the range (and again, with the areas mentioned above removed from the 

analysis), Sundridge and South River have the smallest percentage (18.8%) of people who are 

divorced and living common law, followed by Parry Sound (24%).  

o Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ол҈ ŀƴŘ пл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ 

divorced populations are living common law. 

Separated  

o The percentage of the population 15 years and older that is separated in the District of Parry 

SoundΩǎ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǊŀƴƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƨǳǎǘ нΦп҈ ƛƴ ²ƘƛǘŜǎǘƻƴŜ ǘƻ мнΦр҈ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Magnetewan and Shawanaga Reserves.  

o The Parry Island First Nation Reserve and BurkΩs Falls also have relatively high percentages of 

their populations who are separated, at 10.3% and 7.4% respectively.  

o These areas aside, the range of the population that is separated ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ 

municipalities and areas narrows to between 2.5% and 7.0%. 

o The number of people who are separated and living common law is very small (10 or less) in 

ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŘƛǎǘƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

random rounding process. Generally, with these areas removed from the analysis, the 

percentage of people who are separated and living common law in the district ranges from 18% 

in Parry Sound to 41.7% in BurkΩs Falls.  
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Widowed  

o The percentage of the population 15 years and older that is widowed in the District of Parry 

Sound ranges between 4% in Joly and 11.8% in Parry Sound and BurkΩs Falls.  

o Powassan and Sundridge also have relatively large percentages of their population who are 

widowed (10.7% and 9.5% respectively).  

o Otherwise, the remaining municipalities and areas have less than 9.0% of their respective 

populations who are widowed. 

Marital Status and Age  

o A little over two-ǘƘƛǊŘǎ όсф҈ύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ are in the core working-age 

group (25 to 64 years) and another 30% are senior citizens. Not surprisingly, just a small number 

(0.5%) of the districtΩs youth are married.  

o Regarding the singles population, 44% of these are youth and 52% are in the core working-age 

ƎǊƻǳǇΦ {ŜƴƛƻǊǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ п҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǎƛƴƎƭŜǎΦ  

o The majority (78%) of the people who are divorced in the District of Parry Sound are between 

the ages of 25 and 64, with seniors making up the remaining 22%.  

o Not surprisingly, seniors represent the majority (80%) of the widowed population while the core 

working-age group represents the majority (84%) of those who have separated. 

Change in Marital Status, 2006 to 2011  

o The number of people who are divorced in the District of Parry Sound increased 17% over the 

previous five years, and more (5%) divorced people are now living in a common law relationship.  

o Separations are also up by 15% and there has been an equal increase in the number of 

separated people who are living common law.  

o ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǎƛƴƎƭŜǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ ммΦр҈ όфул ǇŜƻǇƭŜύ ǎƛƴŎŜ нллсΣ ǘƘŜ 

number of singles living common law has increased three-fold.  

o The number of married people in the district has declined by half a percent since 2006 as has 

the number widowed. However, there are now more (13%) widowed living in a common law 

relationship.    

Change in Marital Status, 2006 to 20 11; District of Parry Sound and 

Ontario  

o The District of Parry SoundΩǎ divorce rate (17%) is comparable ǿƛǘƘ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΩǎ όмсΦр҈ύ ŀǎ is the 

increase in singles (11.5% and 11.2% respectively) since 2006.  
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o However, there is a significant difference in the married population which since 2006, has 

increased in Ontario (3.8%) but decreased in the District of Parry Sound (-0.4%).  

o ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǿƛŘƻǿŜŘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ 

had a slight decrease (-0.5%) over the five year period (vs. 4.2% increase in Ontario).  

o A significant difference can also be noted in the increase in marital separation since 2006, with 

the district rate (14.9%) being over one and a half times the provincial rate (9.1%).  

o Fewer ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ όнлΦп҈ύ 

in common law living, compared to Ontario (14.4%) during the same period. 

Language  

o .ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻƴƎǳŜΩ, the majority (91.7%) of the population in the 

District of Parry Sound speaks English.  

o Those who speak French represent a very small (2.8%) percentage of the population, and less 

than half a percent of the population is bilingual (English & French).  

o CƛǾŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘion speak non-official languages which include immigrant 

and Aboriginal languages.  

o [Ŝǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀƭŦ ŀ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ speak one and/or both of the official 

languages along with a non-official language. 

Non - Official Languages, District o f Parry Sound  

o The 2011 census recorded 49 non-official languages spoken in the District of Parry Sound which 

includes 46 immigrant languages and three Aboriginal languages.  

o German is the most common non-official language spoken in the district, with 35% of the non-

official language population speaking this language. Dutch is the next most common language 

spoken (9.4%), followed by Ojibway (8.5%) and Finnish (6.3%). Polish rounds off the five most 

common non-official languages in the district with 5.6% of the non-official language population 

speaking this language. These five languages account for approximately two-thirds of the non-

official languages spoken in the District of Parry Sound.  

o The next most common languages spoken in the district are Italian and Hungarian (4.5%) 

followed by Ukrainian (2.4%) and Portuguese (2.1%). The remaining non-official languages are 

spoken by less than 2% of the non-official language population.   

Language: District of Parry Sound and Ontario  

o In comparison with Ontario, the District of Parry Sound has a significantly larger share of people 

who speak English (91.7% vs. 68.2%).  
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o The district has significantly fewer people who speak a non-official language, as one-quarter of 

the Ontario population now speak non-official languages. 

o Both the District of Parry Sound and Ontario have a relatively small French-speaking population 

ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΩǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎΦ  

o Contrast with the District of Parry Sound, the three most common non-official languages spoken 

in Ontario are Italian, Chinese, and Cantonese. 

Language: District of Parry Sound ôs Municipalities and Areas 

French  

o ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ /ŀƭƭŀƴŘŜǊ 

ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ όосΦт҈ύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ 

Powassan (9.7%) and Parry Sound (8.9%). Parry Sound unincorporated centre and Nipissing 

round off the top five French-speaking areas with 5.9% and 5.5% of the French population 

respectively. Together, these five areas account for two-thirds of the District of Parry SoundΩǎ 

French population. 

Non - Official Languages  

Note: non-official languages include languages other than English and French, i.e. Aboriginal and 

immigrant languages.  

o Seguin accounts for the largest (13.3%) percentage of those who speak non-official languages in 

the district, followed by Parry Sound (10.6%) and Carling (7.0%). McDougall, Magnetawan and 

Callander have 6.7%, 6.0% and 5.3% respectively of the non-official language population, 

rounding off the municipalities with 5% or more of this population. Together, these six areas 

account for approximately half of the people who speak non-official languages in the District of 

Parry Sound. 

o The remaining municipalities and areas each have less than 5% of the population who speak 

non-official languages in the district.  

i)  Immigrant Languages  

Note: the immigrant languages include the non-official languages minus the Aboriginal languages.   

o Seguin accounts for 16% of the German speaking population, followed by Carling (11.7%) 

Magnetawan (9.0%) Parry Sound (8.3%), McDougall (6.9%) and Perry (5.5%). The remaining 

municipalities and areas have less than 5% of the German speaking population which 

equates to 35 people or fewer in these remaining areas.  

o SŜƎǳƛƴ ŀƭǎƻ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ 5ǳǘŎƘ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ мнΦу҈ όнр ǇŜƻǇƭŜύΦ 

Carling, Parry Sound, McDougall, and Perry have the same percentage (7.7%) of the Dutch 
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speaking population respectively, although this represents a relatively small number of 

people (15) in those municipalities. The remaining municipalities and areas have 5% or less 

of the Dutch speaking population which equates to 10 people or fewer.  

o Seguin has the majority (27%) of the Finnish speaking population, followed by Parry Sound 

(19.2%) and McDougall (15.4%). Combined, these areas account for 61.5% (80 people) of 

the Finnish speaking population. The remaining areas with Finnish speaking people have 8% 

or less of the population (10 or fewer people). 

i i)  Aboriginal Languages  

o The census recorded 185 people in the District of Parry Sound who speak an Aboriginal 

language as their mother tongue.  

o The most common language is Ojibway (95%) with Cree and Inuktitut making up the 

remaining 5.4%.  

o Parry Island First Nation accounts for the majority (43%) of the people reporting Ojibway as 

their mother tongue, followed by Shawanaga (20%), and the French River and Magnetewan 

Reserves (8.6% each). Dokis reserve has a very small percentage (2.9%) of those who 

reported speaking Ojibway but this should be interpreted with caution as it represents a 

very small number (5) and may have been distorted by random rounding.  

o In terms of the off-Reserve Ojibway speaking population, The Archipelago and Parry Sound 

also have a small percentage of those reporting Ojibway as their mother tongue (2.9% and 

5.7% respectively). But again, these represent small counts of 10 or fewer and should be 

interpreted with caution. 

o The number of people reporting speaking Cree and Inuktitut is very small, in BurkΩs Falls and 

Parry Sound respectively. Once again however, these counts should be interpreted with 

caution because they are very small and may have been distorted by random rounding. 

Change in Language in the District of Parry Sound , 2006 to 2011  

Note: see cautionary note on page 54 regarding the comparability of 2011 census language data with 

previous census language data. 

o In view of the cautionary note, ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ English speaking population has increased 1.7% 

since 2006 which is in-ǎǘŜǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ όн҈ύΦ  

o The French speaking population has increased significantly at 24% as has the non-official 

language speaking population (10.6%).  

o The number of people speaking more than one mother tongue language in the district has 

decreased. The bilingual population (English & French mother tongue) has decreased by more 
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than half, as has the number of people who speak one and/or both of the official languages 

along with a non-official language. Although the percentage of change since 2006 for these 

groups is large, the absolute change in the number of people is relatively small.  

Dwellings  

o Based on the 2011 Census of Population, there are 18,075 private dwellings in the District of 

Parry Sound ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ΨƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ōȅ ǳǎǳŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩΦ 

o ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΦ  

For example, the number of dwellings varies from less than 100 in most of the Reserves to 

nearly 3,000 in Parry Sound.  

o tŀǊǊȅ {ƻǳƴŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ όмрΦт҈ύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎǎΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ {ŜƎǳƛƴ 

(9.0%) and Callander (8.6%). As with population, these municipalities combined account for 

approximately one-ǘƘƛǊŘ όсΣллл ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎǎύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎǎΦ   

Change in Dwellings, 2006 to 2011  

o The number of private occupied dwellings in the District of Parry Sound has increased 4.4% (760 

ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎǎύ ǎƛƴŎŜ нллс όǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ Ŏƻǳƴǘύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘǿƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǊŀǘŜΦ  

o The District of Parry SoundΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎǎ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΩǎ 

(2.5%) over the same period, but lower than the provincial rate of 7.3%. 

o Generally, the change in the number of privately occupied dwellings follows the change in 

population. The exceptions are The Archipelago and South River which have had increases in the 

number of privately occupied dwellings since 2006, despite declines in population over the same 

period.  

o In terms of increase, the growth in dwellings follows the growth in population and is 

concentrated along the Hwy. 11 corridor in the eastern section of the district, and around the 

Parry Sound population cŜƴǘǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴ wŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ 

the number of privately occupied dwellings with all of them experiencing double digit growth.  

The combined growth in dwellings on the First Nation Reserves is 19.6% which equates to 73 

dwellings, or 9.5% of the District of Parry SoundΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ  

o Regarding the municipalities and other areas, Perry had the highest percentage increase in 

dwellings of 14.2% (120 dwellings) followed by Parry Sound at 13% (326) and Armour at 10.8% 

όрфύΦ wƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ŦƛǾŜΣ /ŀƭƭŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ уΦт҈ όмнрύ ǿƘƛƭŜ 

McKellar and Machar had an 8.3% increase (40 and 31 dwellings respectively). These combined 

ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ όфн҈ύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ Ǉrivately occupied dwellings. In 

absolute terms, McDougall and Powassan also had a significant increase of 60 and 45 dwellings 

respectively. 
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o Seven municipalities and areas in the district had a decrease in privately occupied dwellings. In 

relative terms, Whitestone had the largest decrease of -11.7% (-55 dwellings), followed by Parry 

Sound Unincorporated Northeast at -10.3% (-10), and Magnetawan at -6.4% (-45). In absolute 

terms however, Seguin had the largest decrease of -103 dwellings (6%). 

Structural Type  of Dwellings,  District of Parry Sound ,  2011  

o Nine out of every ten people in the District of Parry Sound live in a single-detached house which 

indicates a relatively high rate of homeownership in the district. 

o A further six percent live in apartments, with the majority living in apartment buildings with 

fewer than five storeys. A small number of people live in an apartment / flat in a duplex, or in 

apartment buildings with five or more storeys. 

o The remaining ŦƻǳǊ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ population live in semi-detached houses, row 

houses, movable dwellings, and other single ςattached houses. 

Structural Type of Dwellings:  District of Parry Sound  and Ontario  

o In terms of the type of dwellings people live in, the most notable difference between the District 

of Parry Sound and Ontario is in the proportion of their respective populations that live in 

houses and apartments. Whereas 90% of the people in the District of Parry Sound live in single-

detached houses, less than two- thirds of Ontarians live in the same.  

o On the rental side, the district has significantly fewer people living in apartments (6%) compared 

to Ontario (22.5%). There is also a large difference in the type of apartment structure, with 12% 

of Ontarians living in apartment buildings with five or more storeys, versus less than one 

percent in the district. 

o The above differences in dwelling type largely reflect the difference in housing tenure, and the 

predominantly rural housing characteristics of the District of Parry Sound versus the urban 

housing characteristics of the province. 

Structural Type of Dwellings, District of Parry Sound ôs Municipalities and 

Areas, 2011  

Single -detached houses  

o Strong, Seguin, and Nipissing have close to their entire populations (98%+) living in single-

detached houses and another two-thirds of the municipalities and areas have over 90% of their 

population living in this type of dwelling.  

o TƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ς and other densely populated areas ς as well as some of the 

Reserves have the smallest share of population living in single-detached houses. These areas 

ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘȅǇŜǎΦ tŀǊǊȅ {ƻǳƴŘ όǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ 
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largest population centre) has the smallest (67%) percentage of its population living in single-

detached houses, followed by BurkΩs Falls (74.2%) and the French River Reserve (77.8%). 

o In absolute terms however, Parry Sound has the most people (4,000) living in single-detached 

houses, followed by Seguin (3,880) and Callander (3,480). 

Apartments  

o In Parry Sound nearly one-quarter of the population live in apartments (1,400 people). BurkΩs 

Falls also has a relatively large share (18.6%) of its population living in apartments, which in 

absolute terms translates into 180 people.  South River (12.9%), Sundridge (8.2%), and 

Powassan (5.6%) round off the top five municipalities that have the largest share of their 

population living in apartments. In absolute terms, the population share for these latter three 

areas translates into 135 people for South River, 80 people for Sundridge and 175 people for 

Powassan. Callander also has a relatively large number of people (170) who live in apartments, 

based on absolute counts (4.4% of its population).  

o The remaining municipalities and areas have less than 4.0% of their respective populations living 

in apartments which translate into 80 people or less. Some of the municipalities and Reserves 

do not have anyone living in apartments, as recorded by the census. 

Movable dwellings  

o Most of the municipalities and areas in the District of Parry Sound either do not have anyone 

living in moveable dwellings as recorded by the census or have a small share of their population 

that does so (less than 5%).  

o The exception is the French River Reserve which has 11% of its population living in this type of 

dwelling structure (although this represents a relatively small number of people [15]). Joly and 

the Magnetewan Reserve have the next largest share (5.3%) of population living in movable 

dwellings but again, the absolute counts are relatively small (15 and 5 respectively. Note: the 

Magnetewan count could be significantly distorted by random rounding). 

o In absolute terms, Perry has the largest number (35) of people living in movable dwellings, 

followed by Parry Sound Unincorporated Centre (30), and Ryerson (20). The remaining 

municipalities and areas have 15 people or less living in these types of dwellings. 

Semi -detached house s 

o Approximately one-third of the municipalities do not have anyone living in semi-detached 

houses (as recorded by the census) and another third have 10 or less people living in this type of 

dwelling. 

o Of the remaining areas, Parry Sound and BurkΩs Falls have the largest share (5.2%) of their 

respective populations living in semi-detached houses, followed by Parry Island First Nation 

(3.6%) and South River (3.3%).  In absolute terms, this ranges between 305 people in Parry 

Sound and 15 people in Parry Island First Nation.  
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o While Callander and Powassan have relatively small percentages of their populations living in 

semis, in absolute terms they have relatively large numbers of people (70 and 45 people 

respectively).The remaining municipalities and areas in the district have less than 3.0% of their 

population living in semis, which in absolute terms equates to 15 people or less in each area. 

Row houses  

o Two-ǘƘƛǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƘŀǾŜ мл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǊ ƭŜǎǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ǌƻǿ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΦ  

o The French River Reserve has the largest share (11%) of population living in row houses but this 

represents a relatively small number of people (15).  Compared to other areas in the district, the 

other Reserves also have relatively large shares of their respective population living in row 

houses (between 2% - 5%) but most of these represent very small population counts (5) that 

may have been distorted by random rounding. The exception is Parry Island First Nation which 

has 20 people living in row houses. 

o In absolute terms, Callander has the most people (135) living in row houses, followed by Parry 

Sound (110) ς these two areas accouƴǘ ŦƻǊ ру҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ Ǌƻǿ 

houses. The remaining municipalities and areas have 35 people or fewer living in this type of 

dwelling. 

Other single -attached house s 

o As noted earlier, a very small number of people (215) in the District of Parry Sound live in this 

type of dwelling. Most of the municipalities and areas do not have anyone living in these 

dwellings, or the counts are too small for analysis.  

o Parry Sound has the largest (2.5%) share of population living in these other single-attached 

houses, which equates to 150 people. 

Structural Type of Dwellings and General Age Groups,  District of Parry 

Sound  

o The respective age groups are distributed fairly evenly across the various dwelling types, with 

some variations noted. In most of the dwelling types, between 10.5% and 13.5% of the people 

living in them are children, with the exception of row houses and semi-detached houses where 

there are proportionately more children (21.8% and 16.5% respectively).  

o Youth comprise between 10% and 14% of the respective populations in the various dwellings, 

although row houses have a smaller number of youth below this range (8.2%). 

o Between 53.5% and 54.5% of ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ-detached 

houses are in the core working age-group. Semi-detached and row houses have proportionately 

fewer (48%) people in this age-group living in them while the more unconventional dwelling 

types ςmovable dwellings and other single-attached houses ς have more (60%). 
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o Senior citizens account foǊ нн҈ ŀƴŘ нр҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ-detached 

houses and apartments, respectively. Row houses have proportionately more (27%) seniors 

living in them while movable dwellings, semis, and other-attached houses have fewer (20%, 

15.3%, and 14% respectively).  

Change in Structural Type of Dwellings,  District of Parry Sound ,  2006 to 

2011  

(Note: to compare 2006 and 2011 sub-variable census data such as that for the structural type of 

dwellings, the original 2006 census counts are used ς not the revised counts used in section 6.1 and 

described in endnote 12. This is because the counts are not adjusted at the lower, sub-variable level of 

data so they do not correspond with the revised total for that variable. Thus the change in the total 

number of dwellings for this section will not be the same as the change in total dwellings described 

earlier ς see endnotes 12 and 14.) 

o Since 2006, the number of single-detached houses in the district has increased 5.1%. In absolute 

terms however, this represents an increase of 720 houses which accounts for the majority of the 

ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎǎΦ  

o The number of purpose-built apartments (i.e., apartments that are located in apartment 

buildings) has also increased significantly. Over the five year period, an additional 225 

ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎǘƻŎƪ, which is a 21.7% increase since 

2006. These additional apartments also account for 25% of the net growth in dwellings. 

Apartments in the larger apartment buildings (five or more storeys) have more than doubled 

over the five-year period.  

o There has also been a significant increase in row and semi-detached houses (19% and 17.4% 

respectively) with an additional 75 dwellings added since 2006. 

o Lƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ non-conventional housing types which include movable 

dwellings and other single-attached houses, have had steep decreases of -35% which translates 

into 125 fewer dwelling units of these types. There has also been a -3.5% decrease in 

apartments that are located in duplexes. 

Family Households  

o Couple families (married or common law) make up close to two-ǘƘƛǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 

households, with those without children accounting for the larger share (38.1% vs. 23.4% with 

children).  

o Singles account for the next largest (26.1%) household type in the district followed by lone-

parents (8.2%).  

o The less common family types ς multiple families and other households ς account for less than 

р҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎΦ  
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o When taking the single households and couples without children together, approximately two-

ǘƘƛǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ Řo not have children in them. 

Family Household Typ es, District of Parry Sound  and Ontario ,  2011  

o The most notable difference between the District of Parry Sound and Ontario in family 

household type is in their couple-family households. The District of Parry Sound has a larger 

percentage (61.5%) of couple families than Ontario (57.6%). However, the district has 

significantly more per-capita couples without children (38.1% vs. 25.1%) ς and fewer couples 

with children (23.4% vs. 32.5%) ς than the province.  

o The district also has a smaller percentage of lone-parent households than the province (8.2% vs. 

11% respectively).  

o The two areas are closer on their percentages of multiple family, single, and other households. 

Household Size,  District of Parry Sound ,  2011  

o The District of Parry Sound has an average household size of 2.3 persons per household. This is 

ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǎƛȊŜ ŀǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ ōǳǘ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΩǎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ 

size of 2.6 persons per household.  

o Two-person households are the most common in the District of Parry Sound, accounting for 

43.7% of the households.  

o One-person (single) households are the next most common and as mentioned earlier, account 

for a little over one-ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ όнсΦм҈ύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎΦ ¢Ƙǳǎ тл҈ ƻŦ the households in 

the District of Parry Sound have two people or fewer, living in them.  

o Moving into the larger households, three and four-person households account for 13.5% and 

11.1% respectively, of the households in the District of Parry Sound.  

o The remaining households (5.7%) are relatively large with five or more persons living in them.   

Family Households with Children,  District of Parry Sound ,  2011  

 Note:  For this section on family households, άŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ ς regardless of age 

ς who live in the same dwelling as their parent(s).   

o Approximately one-ǘƘƛǊŘ όрΣффрύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ όƛΦŜΦ, couples and lone-

parents) have children living in them. 

o The majority of children live in couple families (which represent 73% of the families with 

children), while a smaller number live in lone-parent families (27% of families with children). 
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o One-fifth of the children living at home in the District of Parry Sound are under the age of six, 

while a little over two-thirds are between the ages of six and 14. Teenagers ages 15 to 17 years 

account for a further 13.6% of the children at home. 

o Close to one-third of the children living at home in the district are older children. Those between 

the ages of 18 and 24 account for another fƛŦǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ нр ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ 

age and over make up the remaining 12%.  

o Approximately half the families with children in the District of Parry Sound have just one child at 

home. Families with couples represent a little over two-thirds of this group while lone-parents 

account for the remainder (35.3%).  

o ! ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ос҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ children, have two children living at home. Most 

(80%) of these are couple-families.  

o A relatively small number (14.5%) of these families with children have three or more children at 

home. 

Change in Family Household Type,  District of Parry Sound ,  2006 to 2011  

o Single households have increased by 11.7% since 2006, which is the largest increase amongst 

the various family and household types in the District of Parry Sound.  

o Lone-parent families have had the next largest increase (7.6%) followed by couples without 

children (4.4%).  

o The number of couples with children has decreased 1.8% since 2006. 

Family Household Type,  District of Parry Sound  Mu nicipalit ies and Areas, 

2011  

Couples with children  

o Couples with children range from 13.7% of the households in Parry Sound Unincorporated 

Centre to 35.3% of the households in Parry Sound Unincorporated Northeast. Callander and 

McDougall also have a relatively large number of couples with children at 31.5% and 30.4% 

respectively.  

o In absolute terms, Parry Sound has the largest number (545) of couples with children, followed 

by Callander (490) and Seguin (445). With the exception of Perry Island First Nation, the 

Reserves have 20 or fewer of these family households. Joly also has a small number (20) of 

couples with children. 

Couples without children  

o /ƻǳǇƭŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǊŀƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ ƛƴ .ǳǊƪΩǎ Cŀƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ tŀǊǊȅ 

Sound  to over half (51.8%) of the households in Whitestone (Note: most of the Reserves have 
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less than 20% of this household type but the data may be unreliable due to the small counts on 

the Reserves and the effect of random rounding).  

o McKellar also has a relatively large number (50.0%) of couples without children, while South 

River (28.3%) and Parry Sound Unincorporated Northeast (29.4%) have relatively small numbers, 

ŀŦǘŜǊ .ǳǊƪΩǎ Cŀƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ tŀǊǊȅ {ƻǳƴŘ όŀōƻǾŜύΦ  

o In absolute terms, Parry Sound has the largest number (735) of couples without children 

followed by Seguin (675) and Callander (595). Parry Sound Unincorporated Northeast and Perry 

Island First Nation have the smallest number (25) of this family household type followed by Jolly 

[55] (excluding the other Reserves due to their relatively small household counts). 

Lone -parents  

o The First Nation Reserves have the largest percentages of lone-parent families in the District of 

Parry Sound, ranging between 16.0% and 28.5% of their respective family households. As 

mentioned previously however, the relatively small counts in many of the Reserves are more 

prone to distortion from random rounding and thus the data should be interpreted very 

cautiously. Two of the Reserves ς the Shawanaga and Parry Island First Nation Reserves ς have 

reasonable cell counts (25җ) and their share of lone parent families are 27.8% and 21.9% 

respectively.  

o Apart from the Reserves, the percentage of lone-parent family households in the district ranges 

from 3.9% in CarƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ моΦн҈ ƛƴ .ǳǊƪΩǎ CŀƭƭǎΦ 

o In absolute terms, Parry Sound has the largest (350) number of lone-parent families, followed by 

Callander (120) and Powassan (105). Together, these municipalities account for approximately 

пл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƭƻƴŜ-parent family households.  

o In addition to some of the Reserves, Parry Sound Unincorporated Northeast, Joly, and The 

Archipelago have the smallest number of lone-parent families (15 or less) although these 

numbers may be more distorted by rounding. 

Single household s 

o Single households range from 16.0% of households in Nipissing to 40.0% on the French River 

Reserve (again, in absolute terms this represents a relatively small number of 20 households).  

o tŀǊǊȅ {ƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ .ǳǊƪΩǎ Cŀƭƭǎ ŀƭǎƻ have a relatively large share of single households at 38.0% and 

37.4% respectively, while in addition to Nipissing, Callander and McDougall have relatively small 

shares (18.3% and 19.4%). 

o In absolute terms, Parry Sound has the largest number (1,075) of single households, followed by 

Seguin (355) and Powassan (305). The Shawanaga, French River and Magnetewan Reserves, and 

Parry Sound Unincorporated Northeast, have the smallest number (20 or less) of single 

households. 
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Multiple families  

o As stated in an earlier section, there are only a small number (250) of multiple family 

households in the District of Parry Sound to begin with, and the numbers become even smaller 

when broken down at the sub-district level. Parry Sound has the largest (35) number of multiple 

family households followed by Callander and Seguin (25). These municipalities account for one-

third of the multiple family households in the district.  

Other (non - family) households  

o This household type refers to two or more people who share a private dwelling but who do not 

constitute a family. Similar to the above, other non-family households are a relatively small 

number (530) at the district level so the numbers become very small at the lower levels of 

geography. Parry Sound has the largest (100) number of these households followed by Seguin 

(45), Callander and Powassan (40 each). These municipalities combined account for 42% of the 

other non-family households in the district.  

Household Size,  District of Parry Sound  Municipalit ies and Areas, 2011  

o Average household size ranges from 2 persons per household in Parry Sound Unincorporated 

Centre to 2.7 in Perry Island First Nation.  

Families with Children,  District of Parry Sound  Municipalit ies and Areas, 

2011  

o Family households with children range between 30.0% of the households in Parry Sound Centre 

to all the households on the French River Reserve. In absolute terms, Parry Sound has the 

largest number (940) of families with children, followed by Callander (625), Seguin (550), 

Powassan (505), and McDougall (420). These areas account for half the families with children in 

the District of Parry Sound.  

Children i n Families by Broad Age Groups, District of Parry Sound  

Municipalit ies and Areas, 2011  

o Note: Magnetewan has very small counts of five people in each age group and thus the data 

may be unreliable due to random rounding. For this reason it will be left out of the analysis.  

o Regarding children under six, some of the areas (in addition to Magnetewan) have small counts 

of 10 or less which makes the data more prone to distortion through random rounding. These 

areas include The Archipelago, and the French River and Dokis Reserves. With these areas 

removed from the analysis, children under the age of six ranges from 14.0% of the children in 

families in Nipissing, to 33.3% on the Shawanaga Reserve. 

o Moving into the next age group, the percentage of children ages 6 to 14 years in families, ranges 

between 25.0% in Ryerson to 45% on the French River and Dokis Reserves.  Joly has the highest 

percentage (21.4%) of children ages 15 to 17 years living in families while Powassan has the 
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lowest at 10.2% (note: this excludes The Archipelago which has the lowest percentage of 5.0% 

but an absolute count of only five people). 

o Lƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ {ǘǊƻƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ όнсΦр҈ύ 

of children ages 18 to 24 in families (excluding Joly which has the highest percentage of 28.6% 

but an absolute count of only 10 people), while the unincorporated area of Parry Sound 

Northeast has the lowest at 14.3% (excluding the Shawanaga Reserve which has the lowest 

percentage of 13.3% but an absolute count of only 10 people).  

o The unincorporated area of Parry Sound Centre and the Archipelago have the highest 

percentage (20.0%) of children in families that are 25 years and over while Strong has the lowest 

at 7.4% (excluding five other areas that have lower percentages but also an absolute count of 10 

people or less. These include Joly, Parry Sound Northeast, Shawanaga Reserve, Machar and 

Parry Island First Nation). 
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The District of Parry Sound is located 

in Northeastern Ontario. The district 

sits on the eastern shore of Georgian 

Bay and is bordered by Muskoka 

District to the south, Nipissing District 

to the North and East, and Sudbury 

and Manitoulin Districts to the 

Northwest. The district covers an area 

of 9,300 square kilometers which 

accounts for 3.3% of Northeastern 

hƴǘŀǊƛƻΩǎ ŀǊŜŀ. Given ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ 

population of approximately 42,100 

people however, it has a larger share 

of ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘΩǎ population (7.5%). 

The District of Parry SoundΩǎ 

population density of 4.5 people per 

square kilometre is twice that of 

Northeastern Ontario (2.0) but is well 

below that of Ontario (14.1).  

As shown by the map below, the 

District of Parry Sound is comprised of 

22 various townships, towns, villages 

and municipalities. The district also 

includes six First Nations and two 

unincorporated areas (i.e., areas without municipal representation). The district is predominantly rural 

with approximately 

80% of the 

population living in 

rural areas outside 

the population 

centres. The 

remaining 20% live in 

the ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ three 

population centres of 

Parry Sound, 

Powassan, and South 

River. 2  

 

Figure 1 

Figure 2 
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Based on the 2011 Census of Population, there are 42,162 people living in the District of Parry Sound. 

Figure 3 below shows the ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ population distribution across the municipalities and areas:  

 

Population varies widely across the District of Parry Sound, from less than 100 people in the 

Magnetewan and Henvey Inlet Reserves, to over 6,000 people in Parry Sound. Parry Sound accounts for 

ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ όмпΦр҈ύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ {ŜƎǳƛƴ όфΦр҈ύ ŀƴŘ /ŀƭƭŀƴŘŜǊ όфΦн҈ύΦ 

These municipalities combined account for approximately one-ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ όмпΣллл 

people).   

2.1 Population Change, 2006 to 2011  

The District of Parry SoundΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ 2.2% (912 people) since 2006.3 This growth rate is 

significantly highŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΩǎ όл҈ύ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ ōǳǘ ƭƻǿŜǊ than the 

provincial rate of 5.7%. 

As the map on the following page indicates, population growth has varied across the district, with some 

areas experiencing population growth and others, decline. Population growth has been concentrated 

along the Hwy. 11 corridor in the eastern section of the district, and around the Parry Sound population 

Figure 3 
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centre. The ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ have also seen increases in population with most experiencing double 

digit growth. This represents a relatively small number of people however, due to the small populations 

of the respective Reserves (420 people or less). Henvey Inlet and the French River First Nations are   

clearly outliers with population growth of 38% and 87% respectively. Again however, it should be noted 

that a small absolute change in the population in these areas can result in a large relative change (the 

data for these small areas should also be interpreted with caution as the random rounding process can 

distort small numbers). TƘŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ First Nation Reserves is 17.5%. 

This equates to 164 people, or 13% of the District of Parry SoundΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ  

Regarding the municipalities and other areas, Perry had the highest percentage increase in population of 

15.3% (307 people) followed by Carling at 11.1% (125 people) and Armour at 9.8% (123 people). In 

absolute terms however, Parry Sound had the largest increase in population in the district since 2006 

(373 people).  

In terms of population decline, Whitestone experienced the greatest decrease of -10.9% (-112 people), 

followed by Magnetawan at -9.7% (-156 people) and Parry Sound, Unincorporated Centre at -9.3% (-225 

people). In absolute terms however, Seguin had the largest decrease in population in the district (-288 

people).  

Figure 4 
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2.2 Land Area and Population Density , 2011  

The side table shows the land area and population 

density of the District of Parry SoundΩǎ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

areas. The table presents the areas in descending order, 

starting with the area that has the greatest population 

density. 

As mentioned earlier, the District of Parry Sound is largely 

rural as evidenced by the majority of municipalities and 

areas that have relatively low population densities. The 

table shows that the majority of the municipalities and 

areas have less than 10 people per square kilometre. The 

outliers ς tŀǊǊȅ {ƻǳƴŘΣ {ǳƴŘǊƛŘƎŜΣ .ǳǊƪΩǎ Cŀƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ {ƻǳǘƘ 

River ς have significantly higher population densities of 

over 250 people per square kilometre. Two of these 

areas (Parry Sound and South River) and Powassan are 

population centres which mean they have populations of 

1,000 or more, and 400 or more people per square 

kilometre (note: although not shown in the table, there 

are areas within Powassan and South River that have 400 

or more people per square kilometre. Conversely, 

although the table shows over 400 people per square 

kilometre for Sundridge, its population is less than 1,000 

so it is not considered a population centre). 

The table also shows the large spread in land area and 

density across the District of Parry Sound. While the 

ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ total area is 9,300 square kilometres, the sub-

district area ranges from just 2.2 square kilometres in 

Sundridge to approximately 2,700 square kilometres in 

the unincorporated area of Parry Sound Centre. 

Consequently the population density also varies 

significantly, from less than one person per square 

kilometre in Whitestone, The Archipelago, Parry Sound Centre and Henvey Inlet to over 450 people in 

Parry Sound. 

2.3 Population Projection, 2012 to 20 21  

Over the next 10 years, the District of Parry SoundΩǎ population is projected to grow minimally at 2.0% 

(830 people). ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǊŀǘŜ ƛǎ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΩǎ projected growth over the 

same period (0.7%) but well below the provincial 10-year growth rate of 11%.  

Table 1. Land Area & 
Population Density 

 
Area 
Sq. Km. 

 
People 
Sq. Km 

Parry Sound      13.3 463.2 
Sundridge        2.2 441.3 
.ǳǊƪΩǎ Cŀƭƭǎ        3.1 309.8 
South River        4.0 259.5 
Callander    106.0   36.5 
Powassan    224.6   15.0 
Perry    187.2   12.4 
McDougall    268.3   10.1 
Strong    159.3     8.4 
Armour    164.4     8.3 
Seguin    595.4     6.7 
Shawanaga 17      32.1     6.6 
McKellar    181.1     6.3 
Parry Island FN      72.3     5.8 
French River 13      26.5     5.2 
Carling    248.6     5.0 
Machar    184.6     5.0 
Nipissing     393.6     4.3 
Ryerson    188.1     3.4 
McMurrich/ Monteith     278.1     2.8 
Magnetawan    531.8     2.7 
Magnetewan 1      47.3     2.0 
Kearney    531.3     1.6 
Joly    194.3     1.5 
Dokis 9    154.3     1.3 
Parry Sound, Northeast    183.3     1.2 
Whitestone    957.5     0.9 
The Archipelago    606.5     0.9 
Parry Sound, Centre   2697.6     0.8 
Henvey Inlet 2      85.6     0.3 
District of Parry Sound  9322.8     4.5 
Data Source: Statistics Canada                       
2011 Census; Cat. no. 98-310-XWE2011002 
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The chart below shows that the District of Parry SoundΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ǾŀǊȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 

the general age groups and will be driven by senior citizens ages 65 years and over. 

 

The ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŜǎ л ǘƻ мп ȅears is projected to decline by -2.0% (110 children) over 

the next 10 years. The majority of this decline will be in the upper age cohort (ages 10 to 14). The 

younger cohorts (0 to 4 years and 5 to 9 years) will decline for the first half of the period, but will then 

start to increase again, resulting in a net change close to zero over the 10 years. 

The District of Parry SoundΩǎ youth population is projected to undergo a significant decrease of -15.4% 

(690 youth) over the period. The core working group is also projected to become smaller as it contracts 

by -4.4% (990 people). The boomer phenomenon will drive the District of Parry SoundΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

growth over the next 10 years as the number of senior citizens increases by 26.2% (2,640 seniors).    

The above population projections represent fundamental demographic change over the next 10 years in 

the District of Parry Sound. This change will affect service levels across major sectors such as early 

learning and childcare, housing, education, and health. The decline in the core working group is also a 

major consideration in the planning and development of the local labour force and economy. 

2.4 Population Projection Comparison: District of Parry Sound , 

Northeast ern  Ontario and Ontario  

Table 2 on the followiƴƎ ǇŀƎŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ 

age groups with the local Economic Region and Ontario. Total population growth in the District of Parry 

Sound over the period is projected to be slightly higher than the Northeast Region, but significantly 

lower than the province. The projected changes in the age-groups for the District of Parry Sound and 

Northeastern Ontario are similar in direction with some small variation in magnitude. 
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Most notable however is the declining 

children and youth populations in the 

District of Parry Sound and 

Northeastern Ontario relative to the 

province. Additionally, the provincial 

growth rate for senior citizens is 

projected to be significantly higher 

than that for the District of Parry Sound 

and Northeast Ontario. 

Table 2. Population   
Projection 2012 to 2021        

District of  
Parry Sound  
    % 

North- 
east ON 
     % 

  
Ontario 
    % 

Children, 0-14 years    -2.0        -0.4   10.9 
Youth, 15-24 years  -15.4  -19.2   -5.8 
Core Workers, 25-64 years    -4.4    -3.7      8.1 
Senior Citizens, 65+ years          26.2         28.6   37.9 
Total       2.0     0.7   11.1 
Data source: Ontario Ministry of Finance 
Population Projections Update, 2011-2036; 
Spring 2012 (district data summed for NE Ontario). 
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3.1 Sex  

The District of Parry SoundΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƳŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƳŀƭŜǎΣ ƛΦŜΦ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴ рл-50 

split. This differs slightly from the sex distribution of Northeastern Ontario (49% males, 51% females) 

and the province (48.7% males, 51.3% females), which has fewer males than females. The distribution of 

ǘƘŜ ǎŜȄŜǎ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǾŀǊƛŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ spectrum 

are The Archipelago with a population comprised of 53.1% males and 46% females, and Parry Sound 

with a population comprised of 46.8% males and 53.2% females. 

The median age for the sexes is similar, ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƳŀƭŜǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ όпфΦо ȅŜŀǊǎύ ǘƘŀƴ 

the females (50.2 years). However, the sexes vary more across the age groups. Most notably, the district 

has more children and youth (ages 0 to 24 years) that are male (52.3%) than female (47.7%). 

Additionally, within the seniors group, there is a significantly higher percentage of females (59%) who 

are 80 years and older, than males (41%). 

  

3.2 Median Age  

Figure 6 below shows the median age across the District of Parry SoundΩǎ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ  It 

Figure 6 


















































































